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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Paul Ryder p.ryder@unsw.edu.au By e-appointment

Wednesday
1300-1400. Note:
for other tutor/s, see
Moodle

311B Please email

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Psychologist Kurt Lewin once opined that ‘there's nothing so practical as good theory.'  What he meant
was that since theory is a distillation and modelling of human experience, it may be advantageously
projected over otherwise uncertain milieux—helping us to understand the way things are and the way
they might be. By introducing you to a range of critical perspectives in communication, this course will
help you to recognise and understand the power of the cultural formations behind political and advocacy
campaigns. With reference to cases and theories ranging from the classical to contemporary worlds, you
will learn how to identify the deep-seated patterns either consciously or unconsciously engaged by
political actors. With an emphasis on key political texts, the course asks: What are the cultural-structural
engines that shape the political proposition? What influences—or even determines—our reception and
response? To which deeply-anchored concepts do particular political texts speak? This course, then,
proposes that such texts—and all texts, in fact—are rooted in a vast historical-cultural matrix, and that
our understanding of them is greatly enhanced when we can locate them (as far as we might) in a





Assessment 3: Group Campaign

Details:

Group Campaign

3500-4000 words.

In response to a pressing social issue, in small groups students design a political-activist campaign

Feedback via LMS.

Additional details:

This assignment is submitted via Moodle by group coordinators only. See course Moodle site for details. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Attendance Requirements

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/MDIA5028.html


INDIVIDUAL TMETABLE



Easter Friday (this week) does not impact MDIA
5028

 

 
Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture Structuralism 4

Visual texts

NO TUTORIAL

PROJECT CONSULTS PER TIMETABLE THAT
WILL HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED

Easter Monday (this week) does not impact MDIA
5028

Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Studio ONLINE PROJECT WORKSHOP REPLACES
LECTURE

NO TUTORIAL: PROJECT CONSULTS PER
TIMETABLE THAT WILL HAVE BEEN
DEVELOPED

 
Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Studio The lecture this week is replaced by special project
consults (if required). 

NO TUTORIAL: EMERGENCY PROJECT
CONSULTS BY APPOINTMENT
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Hawkes, T (2003) Structuralism and Semiotics (2nd edn) Routledge

Recommended Resources

Chandler, D. (2017) Semiotics: The Basics (3rd. edn.) Routledge

Eagleton, T. (2008) Literary Theory: An Introduction (3rd. edn.) Blackwell

Course Evaluation and Development

The 2020 feedback for this core compulsory course was excellent: well over 5.0/6.0 in every key
category. Students particularly enjoyed the mentoring modality for Assessment 3. This feature of the
course will be further developed in 2021. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://upliftconnect.com/the-transformative-power-of-perspective/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

