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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Michele Zappavigna m.zappavigna@unsw.edu.au by appointment Webster 311R

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
peop312 㐲⸴䴰〰〠ㄱ㤱㤱㤱〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‵㈰⸷㐰㔸ㄠ呤⁛⠀䔀洀愀椀氀㨀 崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱椰〰〠〮〹㤶㠵䜰〰祔‴㉭ail: 

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Media are increasingly portable, mobile, networked and ubiquitous. But what are the conditions that have
given rise to these new media technologies and practices, and how might we respond to new mobile
networks and forms of participation that mobile media allow? From mass media to mass migration,
mobility is one of the key concepts of modern life. This course investigates mobile media in the context
of the pervasiveness of mobility in modern life and the way in technology enables and controls all kinds
of mobile cultures.

This subject will survey the history of mobile and portable media from transistor radios through to
iPhones within a larger context of mobile cultures in which we move from, village to city, home life to car
culture, from airport to internet. Students will be able to investigate the current state of play in the mobile



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Tutorial Tasks 20% 29/06/2020 11:59 PM 1,2,3,4

Short Essay 50% 13/07/2020 11:59 PM 1,2,4

Take-home exam 30% 28/07/2020 09:00 AM 1,2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Tutorial Tasks

Start date: Week 1 tutorial

Details:

Tutorial tasks combining multiple choice and short answer responses equivalent to 800-1000 words in
total.

Students will receive rubric grade.

Additional details:

These tasks will feature short answer and multiple choice questions based on the activities that you do in
tutorials from week 2 - 4. You will answer on Moodle and the questions will remain open until the due
date in week 5.

Assessment 2: Short Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

1500-2000 words. Students will receive rubric and comments.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Take-home exam

Start date: 27/07/2020 09:00 AM

Details:

Take-home exam consisting of 3 short-answer questions requiring c.300 word answers. You have 24
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hours to submit your answers from the start date and time.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The textbook for this course is:

Zappavigna, M. (2012). Discourse of Twitter and Social Media. London, Continuum.

It is available as an e-book via the library or as a print book in the UNSW bookshop.

Recommended Resources

Recommended resources will be included in the reading list on Moodle via Leganto.

Course Evaluation and Development

Feedback for this course will be gathered both informally, in tutorials, and formally, via the myExperience
survey near the end of semester.

In previous years students have asked for blended learning with lectures delivered online. I have
responded to this feedback by offering online lectures. The lecture will be delivered as short videos,
along with other resources such as multimedia, quizzes (to make sure you understand the material as
we move through the course), and links to examples of mobile media use.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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