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Gothic Cultures: Literature and Screen
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course tracks the cultural history of the gothic genre from the sublime landscapes and haunted
castles of Horace Walpole to the contemporary American Gothic.  From its inception, the Gothic genre
has been a popular and controversial cultural phenomenon which has dramatised the darker side of the
senses and imagination—as well as testing the boundaries of literary taste. In Gothic fiction nothing is
ever certain. The domestic and familiar are merely comforting illusions that veil the darker reality of
unspoken fears and desires. Home, city, work, identity, sexuality, the body and the mind are all sites that
are open to the destabilising play and uncanny effects of the Gothic imagination as this course’s selected
texts, films and TV series, which range from the popular to the canonical, exemplify. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Apply analytical and research skills relevant to both past and present cultural and literary debates
2. Coherently communicate historical and theoretical concepts
3. Articulate the entangled histories of literature, film, and televisual storytelling

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught through lectures and tutorials.

Lectures provide contextual information, outlines of critical responses to the texts and some close
discussion. Tutorials require students to engage actively with the lecture and reading material and
develop their own critical responses.
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Assessment

 

NB: In order to pass this course, you must make a serious attempt at ALL assessment tasks. 

 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Minor essay 40% 25/06/2021 05:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Major critical essay 60% 18/08/2021 05:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Minor essay

Details:

Individual

1500-words 

Students write an essay that engages closely with the Gothic as a genre with a long history.

Feedback via LMS.

Assessment 2: Major critical essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3500 words

Details:

Individual

Major essay

2,500 words. 

Students offer a sustained argument comparing and contrasting two Gothic texts in historical context. 

Feedback via LMS.
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Submission notes: Refer to Moodle

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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(1997-2003), True Blood (2008 - 2014).  You are
welcome to discuss other vampire films/tv series in
this class as well.  

Week 9: 26 July - 30 July Lecture H.P. Lovecraft, The Horror at Red Hook
Seminar Tuesday July 27th Seminar

The set text for this week will be Lovecraft's short
story The Horror at Red Hook. There is a link to an
open access version of this text in the module
section below. 

Week 10: 2 August - 6
August

Lecture Victor Lavelle, The Ballad of Black Tom 
Seminar Tuesday August 3rd Seminar

The set text for this class is Lavelle's novella The
Ballad of Black Tom.  Copies of this book can be
purchased at the UNSW bookshop. 

 

 

 



Resources

Prescribed Resources 



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit
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CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

ARTS3048 Term 2, 2021 published at 04-05-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
13

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

