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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Adam Stapleton a.stapleton@unsw.edu.au Tuesday 5pm - 6pm

(or by appointment)
Robert
Webster, level
3 , Room 311S

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Media, Culture and Technology

Human rights are central to contemporary public life and as such they are central to media practices and
representations. These rights have come under pressure in recent years as everyday life has become
increasing mediated online -- increasingly by private digital platforms like Facebook and Google. In this
course, you will investigate the rights, responsibilities and ethics associated with mediated
communication in public life. You will address topics such as privacy, surveillance, freedom of speech
and copyright, and research recent case studies where rights have been debated. The goal is to equip
you with the tools for understanding the ethics of both traditional and digital media organisations as
controversies and issues arise in everyday life.

Course Learning Outcomes

1.  Describe and discuss some of the central debates relating to media, ethics, and human rights.
2. Apply concepts central to media ethics and human rights and critically analyse the ethical and

political implications of media practices and representations.
3. Facilitate a rigorous yet inclusive group discussion.
4. Craft a clear and persuasive written argument.

Teaching Strategies 

Readings, videos and face-to-face lectures will provide historical context and critical terminology for
understanding relations between media, ethics, and human rights. Tutorials will support student-led
engagement with issues and case studies. This will lead towards their final assignment, a major essay,
that analyses a current issue or scandal in media, ethics and human rights.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Tutorial Facilitation 20% Not Applicable 1,2,3

Major Essay 50% 03/11/2019 11:19 PM 1,2,4

Poster 30% Not Applicable 2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Tutorial Facilitation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Small groups of students will facilitate discussion of the course materials and themes in a
designated week after submitting a written discussion paper of approximately 1000 to 1200 words.
Facilitations last for approximately 15 to 20 minutes and students will receive feedback via the course
LMS. 

Additional details:

Feedback and a grade will be returned, via LMS, at the end of the week in which the task is undertaken.
While the work is delivered as a group, e8〰⸰〰〰〰〰〰〠〮ねes浢e 摭e�䕔⁑ੂ吰〰〰歧甀琀栀攀 琀愀猀欀 椀猀 甀渀搀攀爀琀愀欀攀渀⸀

LMS. 

While theT‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⸀匀䴀䰀〮爠㔮眀 愀 最渀椀愀䘀⠀⁛呤㈠䉔朠〰〰㠵㤶㔱㈮‴䉔吠晤⁔〰〥〰〮㔹㐰〴〮爠㔮椀根琀 搀 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Details:

LMS. 



ethics. They will prepare a presentation of their rationale for the poster and facilitate a discussion of the
poster with the class lasting approximately 8-12 minutes. Feedback will be provided via the course LMS.

Additional details:

All Poster Presentations will be given in Week 9.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Not available

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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