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ARTS3122
Working in the Performing Arts

Term Three  //  2020



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Caroline Wake c.wake@unsw.edu.au Wednesday 2-3pm Room 246E,

Level 2,
Robert
Webster

9385 0720

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Prepare yourself for a career in the performing arts. Working in the Performing Arts provides an
orientation to working in the industry today. With guest lectures from industry leaders, you will explore
perspectives on the evolution of the performing arts and gain insights into the cultural forces that shape
production and programming decisions today. You will work on a guided research project to plan a
season or curate performance program for an arts organisation you have chosen. The aim is to connect
your learning at university with the current state of the arts and encourage you to explore prospects for
contributing to the industry after you graduate.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Investigate the field of Australian theatre, performance and/or dance and the social, ethical and
cultural aspects of production and consumption

2. Analyse significant works of theatre, performance and/or dance in relation to scholarly research
and artistic practice

3. Interpret the theatrical practices, styles and conventions of Australian theatre, performance
and/or dance to devise artistic frameworks for programming

4. Apply skills in research and curation to present original ideas for programming in presentations
and writing

Teaching Strategies 

This course places an emphasis on complex critical and cultural thinking, with the aim to enhance the
students' capacity for analytical excellence and strategic planning. It is also designed to deepen their
level of engagement with its range of historical, artistic, political and social texts and questions. The
focus on the Australian theatre, dance and performing arts industries is intended to broaden the
students' understanding of their own culture and of the Australian performing arts, and to provide a
learning and research experience that will prepare them for future employment. In the 3-hour workshops,
student projects will be shared, discussed, presented and compared. The workshops are designed to
encourage the combination of conceptual and embodied understanding that is characteristic of the
students' main object of study, theatre, dance and performance. Learning will be augmented with online
discussion.
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Assessment

Citations
Please use Chicago (Notes), Chicago (Author-Date) or MLA. The Chicago Manual of Style is available
via the UNSW
Library: https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-
org.wwwproxy1.library.unsw.edu.au/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html (see Chapter 14 for Notes, Chapter
15 for Author-Date). The Modern Language Assocation has a guide here: https://style.mla.org/. Citations
must include page references and a complete Reference List (Chicago) or Works Cited (MLA) at the end
of your research papers.

Format
Please use a 12 point font; single spaced or 1.5 spaced.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Critical essay 40% 09/10/2020 05:00 PM 1,2,4

Curatorial/programming
project proposal 

30% 13/11/2020 05:00 PM 1,3,4

Curatorial/programming
project presentation 

30% 18/11/2020 11:00 AM 1,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Critical essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2,500 words

Details:

2,500 words.

Students will receive a rubric indicating level of performance against each assessment criteria, writtenStu⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰〰攀渀琀�戀眀爀楯獲〰⁔映䔰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮bwri潳爰〠呦⁅〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸀戀眀爀楯獲〰⁔映䔰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮bwri潳爰〠呦⁅〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸀戀眀爀楯獲〰⁔映䔰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮bwri潳爰〠呦⁅〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸀戀眀爀楯獲〰⁔映䔰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮bwri潳爰〠呦⁅〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸀戀眀爀楯獲〰獲〰獲〰晳朊焠〱㘷f p㘰〠〮〰〰摲it‰⸰〰〰 䘲‱搯䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸸〰〰〠眠㈠䨠〠樠孝‰⸰〰〰〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〰〰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㈲㈮㘹〶〱⁔搠嬨Students will receive a rubric indicating level1㐠⽆㈠㘰⸰〰〰〠䤰⁷‰呦⁅吊瀰⸰〰　琀甠瑪⁛崠〰〰〰‰牲it椰〠呦〰⁷‰⥝⁔䨠歲i礰⁒䜠〠猰〰〠朊焠〮捦〰⁷㘰ㄠ灥 ag㔱㤶㠵′〰〰〰‰‰⸰愰〠〮漠〠猰崠〰〰〰‰⽆㈠ㄱ朠爰〠呦⁅㤶㠵′偔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰ぅ吠䉔‹㘮㤱㐶㠵″㌲⸶㤰㔹㌠呤⁛⠀ 一漀琀 䄀瀀瀀氀椀挀愀执ੱ‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠琀〰⁔映䕔ੂ听4⥝浳㐮〰〰〰楯⸰〰〰〠〮〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ　

2,500 words.



+ Critical approach – analysis of, and critical engagement with, the key texts you are drawing from
+ Structure – organisation of your essay in a clear and logical way
+ Style – fluent, clear and concise writing

Learning Outcomes
1. Investigate the field of Australian theatre, performance and/or dance and the social, ethical and
cultural aspects of production and consumption
2. Analyse significant works of theatre, performance and/or dance in relation to scholarly research and
artistic practice
4. Apply skills in research and curation to present original ideas for programming in presentations and
writing

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Curatorial/programming project proposal

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1,250 words

Details:

1,250 word individual proposal.

Students will receive a rubric indicating level of performance against each assessment criteria, written
formative feedback, and percentage mark. 

Additional details:

Write a 1,250 word individual proposal, focusing on either artistic research, key concepts/vision, industry
partnerships, marketing/publicity or funding/producing for your group curatorial/programming project.

Assessment Criteria
+ Content – your articulation of the concept or project theme/key idea and how your component will
support this
+ Critical approach – analysis of the ethical, social and political issues and engagement with a target
audience
+ Structure – organisation of your proposal in a clear and accessible way
+ Style – fluent clear and concise writing

Learning Outcomes
1. Investigate the field of Australian theatre, performance and/or dance and the social, ethical and
cultural aspects of production and consumption
3. Interpret the theatrical practices, styles and conventions of Australian theatre, performance and/or
dance to devise artistic frameworks for programming
4. Apply skills in research and curation to present original ideas for programming in presentations and
writing

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
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similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Curatorial/programming project presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 10min

Details:



Assessment Criteria
+ Content – your articulation of the concept or project theme/key idea through the selection of artists
+ Critical approach – analysis with the ethical, social and political issues and engagement with a target
audience
+ Structure – organisation of your proposal in a clear and accessible way
+ Style – fluent clear and concise writing

Learning Outcomes
1. Investigate the field of Australian theatre, performance and/or dance and the social, ethical and
cultural aspects of production and consumption
2. Analyse significant works of theatre, performance and/or dance in relation to scholarly research and
artistic practice
3. Interpret the theatrical practices, styles and conventions of Australian theatre, performance and/or
dance to devise artistic frameworks for programming
4. Apply skills in research and curation to present original ideas for programming in presentations and
writing

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Recommended Resources

Expected resources for the course are available through Leganto on the course Moodle, the
UNSW Library and cultural institutions.

Course Evaluation and Development

Periodically student evaluative feedback on the course is gathered, using among other means, UNSW's
Student Survey process. Student feedback is taken seriously, and continual improvements are made to
the course based in part on such feedback. Significant changes to the course will be communicated to
subsequent cohorts of students taking the course. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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