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1. LOCATION 

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

School of Education 

EDST4080 Special Education: Inclusive Strategies (6 units of credit) 

Term 2 2020 

 

2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 

Course Coordinator: Iva Strnadová 

Office Location:  Morven Brown G29 

Email:   i.strnadova@unsw.edu.au  

Phone:   9385 3736 

Availability:  Via email 

Tutor(s) :  Joanne Danker 
Email:   j.danker@unsw.edu.au 
Availability:  Via email 
 

 

3. COURSE DETAILS 

Course Name Special Education: Inclusive Strategies  

Credit Points 6 units of credit (uoc)  

Workload Includes 150 number of hours including class contact hours, readings, 
class preparation, assessment, follow up activities, etc.  

Schedule 

Lecture 

Tutorials 

http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T2.html 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm      online        
Wednesday 12pm - 1pm        online      
Wednesday 1pm - 2pm          online        
Wednesday 4pm - 5pm          online        
Wednesday 5pm - 6pm            online   
Thursday 11am - 12pm         online              
Thursday 12pm - 1pm           online    
Thursday 2pm - 3pm             online              
Thursday 3pm - 4pm             online                        

 

 

SUMMARY OF COURSE 

This course provides an overview of the field of special and inclusive education. It surveys the 
characteristics, training, and educational needs of students with a disability, emphasizing 
accommodating students with a disability in inclusive settings, including legal mandates and 
regulations, characteristics and educational needs of students with a disability, and evidenced-based 
practices, which can be used with these students in the general education classroom. 

By the end of the course, students will have a broad overview of the field and its key concepts, issues, 
and the relevant Department of Education policies. They will be conversant with the main categories of 
students with a disability and know some ways of accommodating for these students in the inclusive 
classroom.  

 

THE MAIN WAYS IN WHICH THE COURSE HAS CHANGED SINCE LAST TIME AS A RESULT OF 

STUDENT FEEDBACK: 

▪ New readings are used. 

 

mailto:i.strnadova@unsw.edu.au
mailto:j.danker@unsw.edu.au
http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T2.html


  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Outcome  Assessment/s 

1 

Demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge of the current issues and attitudes 

affecting policymaking, identification of needs, and educational provision for diverse 

students in NSW. 

1, 2 

2 Understanding of differentiated instruction and layered curricula 2 

3 
Demonstrate the ability to apply research-based decision making to select 

appropriate programming options for students with diverse needs. 
1, 2 

4 
Develop strategies to implement Board of Studies (BOS) syllabus documents 
including Life Skills outcomes and content, and additional literacy and numeracy 
support. 

2 

 

AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR TEACHERS 

Standard  Assessment/s 

1.3.1 

Demonstrate knowledge of teaching strategies that are responsive to the learning 

strengths and needs of students from diverse linguistics, cultural, religious and 

socioeconomic backgrounds 

2 

1.4.1 

Demonstrate broad knowledge and understanding of the impact of culture, cultural 

identity and linguistic background on the education of students from Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander backgrounds 

2 

1.5.1 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of strategies for differentiating teaching 

to meet the specific learning needs of students across the full range of abilities 
1,2 



  

4. RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH 

In line with the UNSW Guidelines on Learning that Inform Teaching at UNSW, the learning and teaching 

philosophy behind this course is that students are actively engaged as they discuss current beliefs and 

learn new things. Course material is designed to be relevant to students’ experience and assessment 

is intended as part of learning. In this course, students are required to take responsibility for their own 

learning. 

 

5. TEACHING STRATEGIES 

 

¶ small group cooperative learning to understand the importance of teamwork in an educational 

context and to demonstrate the use of group structures as appropriate to address teaching and 

learning goals 

¶ explicit teaching including lectures and a range of teaching strategies to foster interest and 

support learning 

¶ structured occasions for reflection on learning to allow students to reflect critically on issues 

discussed 

¶ extensive opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion, allowing 

students the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate 

¶ the completion of online modules and activities  

  

These activities will occur in a climate that is supportive and inclusive of all learners. 

 
 

 

 
  



  







  

7. RESOURCES 
 
Course text available in e-book  

 
Required Readings (e-book or hard copy available) 
  

¶ Disability Standards for Education (2005) 

¶ 

http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/246/filename/Inclusive_education_for_students_with_disability_-_A_review_of_the_best_evidence_in_relation_to_theory_and_practice.pdf
http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/246/filename/Inclusive_education_for_students_with_disability_-_A_review_of_the_best_evidence_in_relation_to_theory_and_practice.pdf
http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/246/filename/Inclusive_education_for_students_with_disability_-_A_review_of_the_best_evidence_in_relation_to_theory_and_practice.pdf
http://www.aase.edu.au/
http://www.adcet.edu.au/
http://help4teachers.com/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/special_ed/


  

8. ASSESSMENT  

Assessment 

Task 
Length Weight 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

Program 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

National 
Priority Area 
Elaborations 

Due Date 

 

Assessment 1 

Evidence-based 
Practice Guide 

 

3,000 words 45% 1,3 

1.5.1, 1.6.1, 

3.7.1, 

4.1.1,7.3.1 

 

 
B 2, 5, 9 
C 3, 11 
D 4, 15 

E 2, 3, 4, 5, 
8, 9  

Week 5 
Friday 3rd 
July 5pm 

 

Assessment 2 

Information 
Booklet for High 
School Teachers 
 

 
 

10 - 15 pages 
 
 

55% 1,2,3,4 

1.3.1,1.4.1, 

1.5.1, 1.6.1, 

3.1.1, 3.7.1, 

4.1.1, 7.3.1 

 
A 5, 6, 9, 12 

B 2, 3, 5 
C 2, 3, 4, 11 

D 12, 15 
E 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 7, 8, 9  
 

Week 10 
Friday 7th 

August 5pm 

 

Submission of assessments 

Students are required to follow their lecturer’s instructions when submitting their work for 
assessment. All assessment wil866 0 594.96 841.92 re
W* n
BT
/F2 10.08 Tf
1 0 0 1 140.93 468.12 Tm
0 G
[( 
219.46 532.7 0.48 0.48001 re
f*
219.94 532.7 53.304 0.48001 re
f*
0.502 g
273.24 53532.7 1 53.0000088Es)8(m)8(e)8(n)-7(ts)] TJ
ET
Q5ssment
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Your Evidence-based Practice Guide must contain a minimum of 4 evidence-based practices. Here 
are a few examples of EBPs that fall under an area of skill, but there is much more out there: 

Communication skills  

¶ Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) 

¶ Technology-aided instruction and intervention 

¶ Functional communication training 

Social skills 

¶ Social narratives 

¶ Video modelling 

¶ Social skills training 

¶ Self-management 

¶ Peer-mediated instruction and intervention 

Literacy 

¶ Computer-Assisted Instruction (CAI) 

¶ Direct Instruction 

¶ Phonological awareness and phonological processing 

Numeracy 

¶ Direct Instruction 

¶ Sequential Instruction  

¶ Constructivist/ inquiry

http://www.nsttac.org/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/Using%20Check%20and%20Connect%20to%20Promote%20IEP%20Participation.Final.pdf


  

Assessment 2 – Developing Information Booklet for High School Teachers (55%) 
 
Each student will develop an information booklet for high school teachers focused on one of the 
following topics:  
 
Topic 1 Creating an inclusive learning environment for all in high schools: Responding to 

the strengths and needs of students with diverse disabilities, students from 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds, and students from diverse 
linguistics, cultural, religious and socioeconomic backgrounds  

 
This booklet should explain what inclusive education is, and what schools and teachers can do to be 
inclusive. 
 
Your booklet should include (but not be limited to) the following: 
 

¶ strategies for the inclusion of students with diverse disabilities in the educational life of 
classrooms and schools,  

¶ strategies for the inclusion of Indigenous students in the educational life of classrooms and 
schools,  

¶ strategies for the establishment of partnerships with parents and community for the education 
of students with disabilities, 

¶ strategies for the establishment of partnerships with Aboriginal parents and communities for the 
education of Aboriginal students,  

¶ strategies for the establishment of partnerships with parents and community for the education 
of students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. 

 
 
Topic 2 Applying Universal Design for Learning (UDL) in a high school class: Guidelines for 

mainstream high school teachers 
 
This booklet should explain the three principles of UDL and how the three UDL principles can be used 
across the four curricular components. 
 
Your booklet should include (but not be limited to) the following: 
 

¶ tips how to present the material in a variety of ways in order to engage and teach students of all 
abilities, including those with disabilities as well as those who are gifted and talented, 

¶ examples from your subject area, 

¶ examples of teaching materials you would use, 

¶ tips for preparing assessment criteria. 

 

For this topic, you can: 

¶ EITHER provide guidelines on applying the Universal Design for Learning in a high school class 
irrespective of subject area for mainstream high school teachers (but including some examples 
from your subject area) 

¶ OR you can develop guidelines on applying the Universal Design for Learning in a high school 
class in your subject area. If you decide to go with this second option, you still need to provide 
“an introduction”/ “general information” about the Universal Design for Learning. This does not 
need to be extensive, but needs to provide high school teachers with foundations of the 
Universal Design for Learning in general. 

 
  



  

Each information booklet should:



  

UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST4080 SPECIAL EDUCATION: INCLUSIVE STRATEGIES 

 

Student Name:              Student No.: 

Assessment Task 1: Evidence-based Practice Guide 

 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                    (+) 

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved 

¶ Understanding of the task and its relationship to relevant areas of theory, 
research and practice. 

¶ Clarity and accuracy in use of key terms and concepts in the researched area. 



  

UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST


