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1. LOCATION 

Faculty of Arts, Design & Architecture 

School of Education 

EDST4080 Special Education: Inclusive Strategies (6 units of credit) 

Term 3 2021 

 

2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 

Course Coordinator:  Iva Strnadová 

Office Location:  Morven Brown Building, G23 

Email:   i.strnadova@unsw.edu.au  

Availability:   Via email 

 

3. COURSE DETAILS 

Course Name Special Education: Inclusive Strategies  

Credit Points 6 units of credit (uoc)  

Workload Includes 150 number of hours including class contact hours, readings, 
class preparation, assessment, follow up activities, etc.  

  Schedule http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T3.html#EDST4080T3  
  

 

 

SUMMARY OF COURSE 

This course provides an overview of the field of special and inclusive education. It surveys the 
characteristics, training, and educational needs of students with a disability. The course emphasizes 
accommodating students with a disability in inclusive settings, including legal mandates and 
regulations; characteristics and educational needs of students with a disability; and evidenced-based 

mailto:i.strnadova@unsw.edu.au
http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T3.html#EDST4080T3


  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Outcome  Assessment/s 

1 

Demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge of the current issues and attitudes 

affecting policymaking, identification of needs, and educational provision for diverse 

students in NSW. 

1,2 

2 Understanding of differentiated instruction and layered curricula 2 

3 
Demonstrate the ability to apply research-based decision making to select 

appropriate programming options for students with diverse needs. 
1,2 

4 
Develop strategies to implement Board of Studies (BOS) syllabus documents 
including Life Skills outcomes and content, and additional literacy and numeracy 
support. 

2 

 

AUSTRALIAN PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS FOR TEACHERS 

Standard  Assessment/s 

1.3.1 

Demonstrate knowledge of teaching strategies that are responsive to the learning 

strengths and needs of students from diverse linguistics, cultural, religious, and 

socioeconomic backgrounds 

2 

1.4.1 

Demonstrate broad knowledge and understanding of the impact of culture, cultural 

identity, and linguistic background on the education of students from Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander backgrounds 

2 



  

4. RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH 

In line with the UNSW Guidelines on Learning that Inform Teaching at UNSW, the learning and 

teaching philosophy behind this course is that students are actively engaged as they discuss 

current beliefs and learn new things. Course material is designed to be relevant to students’ 

experience and assessment is intended as part of learning. In this course, students are required to 

take responsibility for their own learning. 

 

5. TEACHING STRATEGIES 

 

¶ small group cooperative learning to understand the importance of teamwork in an educational 

context and to demonstrate the use of group structures as appropriate to address teaching 

and learning goals 

¶ explicit teaching including lectures and a range of teaching strategies to foster interest and 

support learning 

¶ structured occasions for reflection on learning to allow students to reflect critically on issues 

discussed 

¶ extensive opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion, allowing 

students the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate 

¶ 



  

Week 3 
27th September 

 

 

Students with Intellectual 

Disabilities 

Characteristics, learning needs, 
instructional strategies, interventions 

 
Mandatory: 
 
Cumming, T. M., & Arthur-Kelly, M. (2022). 
Planning effective teaching strategies. 
Chapter 5. In Strnadová, I., Arthur-Kelly, M., 
& Foreman, P. (Eds.) (2022). Inclusion in 
Action. (6th ed., pp. 135-195

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/v02-successsight/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/v02-successsight/


  



  

7. RESOURCES 
 

Course text available in e-book  

 
Required Readings (e-book or hard copy available) 

  

¶ Disability Standards for Education (2005) 

¶ Strnadová, I., Arthur-Kelly, M., & Foreman, P. (Eds.) (2022). Inclusion in Action. (6th ed.). 
Cengage Learning: Australia. 

 

http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/246/filename/Inclusive_education_for_students_with_disability_-_A_review_of_the_best_evidence_in_relation_to_theory_and_practice.pdf
http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/246/filename/Inclusive_education_for_students_with_disability_-_A_review_of_the_best_evidence_in_relation_to_theory_and_practice.pdf
http://www.aracy.org.au/publications-resources/command/download_file/id/246/filename/Inclusive_education_for_students_with_disability_-_A_review_of_the_best_evidence_in_relation_to_theory_and_practice.pdf
http://www.aase.edu.au/
http://www.adcet.edu.au/
http://help4teachers.com/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/special_ed/


https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/


  

http://www.nsttac.org/sites/default/files/assets/pdf/Using%20Check%20and%20Connect%20to%20Promote%20IEP%20Participation.Final.pdf


  

Assessment 2 – Information booklet for high school teachers (55%) 
 
Each student will develop an information booklet for high school teachers focused on one of the 

    



  

Each information booklet should: 
 

¶ be written in user-friendly language for high school teachers, 

¶ have a clear structure, using headings and subheadings (please make sure that you include 
contents page), 

¶ have introduction on the topic of the information booklet,  

¶ provide advice to teachers based on evidence-based practice, 

¶ provide useful examples and tips for teachers, 

¶ list of resources (e.g., peer-reviewed book, journal articles, DVDs, websites) that you would 









  

Depth of analysis 
and/or critique in 
response to the 
task:  
• This assessment 
contains key 
information and 
sources on this topic 
and will generate a 
comprehensive 
Evidence-based 
Guide. 
• Discusses relevant 
evidence-based 
practices in depth; 
the evidence-based 
practices are 
relevant to selected 
area of skills and are 
well-aligned with 
each other. 
• Well-written, 
avoids vague 
statements. 
 
 
Weighting: 25% 

The guide critically 
analyses key concepts, 
principles, and issues, 
incorporating breadth and 
depth into their synthesis 
of ideas and perspectives.  
 
 
 
Complexities relating to 
various identity factors and 
their influence of people’s 
experiences, perspectives, 
and possible solutions are 
integrated into the 
foundations of the essay’s 
arguments. Clear and 
logical implications are 
drawn from insights on 
inclusive education, rights, 
and quality of life for 
people with intellectual 
disabilities. 
 
The position taken around 
the issue and suggested 
solutions is well-developed 
and insightful, critically 
evaluating the depth and 
complexity that exists 
within the area of 
research. Conclusions are 
extensively linked with an 
impressive breadth of 
ideas from research. Ideas 
from academic literature 
are synthesised to inform 
robust and insightful 
conclusions. 

The guide addresses 
key concepts, principles 
and issues with 
insightful interpretation 
and synthesis of ideas 
and perspectives.  
 
 
 
Complexities relating to 
various identity factors 
and their influence of 
people’s experiences, 
perspectives and 
possible solutions 
underpin the thread of 
argument. This 
complexity plays a 
critical role in the 
presentation of ideas 
and conclusions. 
 
 
 
The position taken 
around the issue and 
suggested solutions is 
developed and 
somewhat insightful, 
acknowledging depth 
and complexity that 
exists within the area of 
research. Conclusions 
are linked with some of 
the ideas from research. 
Ideas from academic 
literature are 
synthesised and inform 
insightful conclusions.  

The guide addresses 
key concepts, principles 
and issues with some 
interpretation and 
synthesis of ideas and 
perspectives.  
 
 
 
Complexities relating to 
various identity factors 
and their influence of 
people’s experiences, 
perspectives and 
possible solutions may 
be acknowledged. This 
complexity helps to 
inform ideas and logical 
conclusions. 
 
 
 
 
 
The position taken 
around the issue and 
suggested solutions is 
somewhat developed, 
acknowledging depth 
and complexity that 
exists within the area of 
research. Conclusions 
are linked with some of 
the ideas from 
research. Ideas from 
academic literature are 
outlined with some 
interpretation. 

The guide addresses key 
concepts, principles, and 
issues descriptively rather 
than engaging in any 
depth of critique or linking 
the ideas together 
cohesively to draw logical 
conclusions.  
 
Complexities relating to 
various identity factors 
and their influence of 
people’s experiences, 
perspectives and possible 
solutions may be 
superficially 
acknowledged. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The position taken around 
the issue and suggested 
solutions is primarily 
simplistic, rather than 
acknowledging the depth 
and complexity that exists 
within the area of 
research. Conclusions are 
inconsistently tied to some 
of the information 
discussed. Ideas from 
academic literature are 
outlined superficially and 
unquestioningly. 

The guide attempts to address key 
concepts, principles, and issues, 
but there are many gaps in the 
analysis and argument, flawed 
conclusions, or misrepresented 
ideas.  
 
 
 
Complexities relating to various 
identity factors and their influence 
of people’s experiences, 
perspectives and possible solutions 
are inadequately acknowledged. In 
general, ideas may be addressed 
superficially, rather than critically 
engaging by synthesising ideas 
from multiple sources, contexts, or 
perspectives to draw creative 
conclusions. 
 
 
 
 
The position taken around the issue 
and suggested solutions is 
simplistic, with major gaps, 
misunderstandings, or flaws. 
Conclusions are inconsistently tied 
to some of the information 
discussed, but significant gaps 
hinder the progression and logic of 
the argument. Ideas from academic 
literature are outlined superficially. 



  

Familiarity with 
and relevance of 
professional 
and/or research 
literature used to 
support response: 
• All sources 
demonstrate careful 
consideration of 
credibility, variety 
and perspectives. 
• All components of 
annotation 
comprehensively 
addressed for all 
citations. 
 
 
Weighting: 20% 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The guide demonstrates 
insightful and creative use 
of credible, relevant 
sources to support ideas 
that are situated within the 
academic discourse in 
inclusive education.  
 
 
Literature is highly 
relevant and elegantly 
curated to support the flow 
of ideas. Close reading of 
relevant literature is 
evident, and care has 
been taken to interpret 
and evaluate articles 
within their research 
context. 
 
 

The guide demonstrates 
insightful use of credible, 
relevant sources to 
support ideas that are 
situated within the 
academic discourse in 
inclusive education. 
 
 
Literature is relevant and 
curated to support the 
flow of ideas. Close 
reading of relevant 
literature is evident, and 
care has been taken to 
interpret and evaluate 
articles within their 
research context. 
 
 

The guide 
demonstrates some 
careful selection of 
research for the essay 
and applies insights 
from these articles and 
course readings with a 
degree of skill.  
 
All literature is suitable 
to the task. The guide 
draws with varying 
detail and depth from 
across selected 
academic research, 
including course 
materials. 
 
 
 
 

Some selected literature 
may be of relevance or 
suitability, but in general 
the main body of 
consulted literature is 
adequate for the task.  
 
 
 
An adequate number of 
articles have been 
consulted according to the 
minimum standard of the 
task, however some may 
be less effective choices 
to support the guide’s 
position. The 
recommendations may 
rely on a surface reading 
of some articles or be 
overly dependent on a 
small number of articles 
without adequately 
integrated links beyond. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Argument is inadequately 
contextualised and grounded within 
current academic discourse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does not cite the required range of 
academic literature. Some articles 
may not meet criteria. 
 
 
Alternatively, or additionally, the 
recommendations in the guide may 
rely primarily on one or two of 
articles or some weak evidence, 
which need to be analysed in 
further depth and supported by 
further research literature. 



 



  

Presentation of 
response 
according to 
appropriate 
academic and 
linguistic 
conventions: 
• Clarity, 
consistency, and 
appropriateness of 
conventions for 
quoting, 
paraphrasing, 
attributing sources 
of information, and 
listing references – 
APA 7th Edition  
• Clarity and 
appropriateness of 
sentence structure, 
vocabulary use, 
spelling, 
punctuation, and 
word length 
 
Weighting: 15% 

The guide demonstrates 
the use of graceful 
language that skilfully 
communicates meaning to 
readers with clarity and 
fluency and is virtually 
error-free.  
 
 
Presentation, formatting, 
and stylistic choices are 
creative and effective, in 
addition to being 
compatible with the APA 
7th style guide. Reference 
list and in-text referencing 
are impeccable. Seamless 
paraphrasing is elegantly 
integrated, according to 
APA conventions, within 
the structure of the 
argument. When 
paraphrasing is 
inadequate, quotes are 

�‡��



  

Assessment 2 – Information Booklet 
Topic 1 – 





  



  

Structure and 
organization of 
response: 
• appropriateness of 
overall structure of 
response  
• clarity and 
coherence of 
organization 
 
Weighting: 15% 

The structure and 
organisation of the booklet 
are exceedingly effective, 
showing logical cohesion of 
ideas and reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of subheadings and 
other structural and visual 
features seamlessly and 
creatively guide the reader 
through the topics 
addressed in the booklet. 

The structure and 
organisation of the 
booklet are clear, 
showing logical 
cohesion of ideas and 
reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of subheadings 
and other structural 
and visual features 
smoothly guide the 
reader through the 
topics addressed in 
the booklet. 

The structure and 
organisation of the 
booklet are clear, 
showing logical 
cohesion of ideas and 
reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of subheadings 
and other structural 
and visual features 
guide the reader 
through the topics 
addressed in the 
booklet, perhaps with 
a few minor 
disruptions or 
inconsistencies. 

The structure and 
organisation of the 
booklet may require 
additional attention in 
order to support clarity 
of argument.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is possible that at this 
level some concerns 
around overall 
structures such as the 
introduction, paragraph 
and section 
organisation, or 
conclusion may at 
times hinder effective 
communication of 
analysis and content 
understanding 
components of the 
task. 
 
Use of subheadings 
and other structural 
and visual features is 
generally adequate but 
would benefit from 
further attention in 
order due to 
inconsistencies and 
lack of cohesive 
structural theme. 
 
 

The structure and organisation 
of the booklet needs work to 
improve clarity and logical 
cohesion of ideas. For example, 
run-on sentences, inadequately 
organised paragraphs, poorly 
applied relevant academic 
writing, and formal 
communication structure 
conventions may impede the 
message. 
 
Significant concerns around 
overall structures such as the 
introduction, paragraph and 
section organisation, or 
conclusion hinder effective 
communication of analysis and 
content understanding 
components of the task. 



  

Presentation of 
response according 
to appropriate 
academic and 
linguistic 
conventions: 
• clarity, consistency, 
and appropriateness 
of conventions for 
quoting, 
paraphrasing, 
attributing sources of 
information, and 
listing references – 
APA 7th Edition 
• clarity and 
consistency in 
presenting the 
information booklet  
• clarity and 
appropriateness of 
sentence structure, 
vocabulary use, 
spelling, punctuation, 
and word limit 



  

Language is judiciously 
selected for the context, 
and sentence structure, 
flow of argument and tone 
fluently enhance insightful 
and creative 
communication. 

Language is 
judiciously selected 
for the context, and 
sentence structure, 
flow of argument and 
tone fluently enhance 
communication. 

The language shows 
general regard for 
audience and purpose 
without nearly 
impeccable use of an 
academic style and 
register. 

The presentation of response 
according to appropriate 
academic and linguistic 
conventions may benefit from 
supported improvement. The 
UNSW Academic Skills Support 
Service is available to support 
you to better meet the written 
textual requirements, including 
effective and appropriate 
communication, and adherence 
to APA 7th referencing style and 
formatting is recommended. 
 

 
The recommended grade is tentative only, subject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of Education Learning and Teaching Committee. 
 

  



  

Assessment 2 – Information Booklet 
Topic 2 – UDL Implementation in High Schools 
Rubric 

Criterion High distinction Distinction 



  

Depth of analysis 
and/or critique in 
response to the 
task  
• Depth of 
understanding of key 
principles, concepts 
and issues explicitly 
raised during the 
course and in your 
follow up readings. 
• Depth of analysis of 
information provided 
to high school 
teachers. 
• Introduction on the 
topic in your 
information booklet. 
• Provided advice to 
teachers based on 
evidence-based 
practice. 
• Useful examples 
and tips for teachers. 
 
Weighting: 25% 

The booklet’s introduction 
creatively and insightfully 
critically analyses key 
concepts, principles, and 
issues, incorporating 
breadth and depth into their 
synthesis of ideas and 
perspectives. 
 
 
 
 
The complexities of school 
communities and 
contextual experiences of 
students, families, and staff 



  

Familiarity with and 
relevance of 
professional and/or 
research literature 
used to support 
response: 
• Familiarity with the 
topic of your 
information booklet. 
• List of related and 
appropriate 
references 
recommended to 
high school teachers 
for further reading. 
• List of references 
that you used to 
create your 
information booklet. 
 
Weighting: 20% 

The booklet demonstrates 
consistent, deeply 
insightful, and creative use 
of credible, relevant 
sources to support ideas 
that are situated within the 
academic discourse in 
inclusive education. 
 
 
 
Literature is highly relevant 
and elegantly curated to 
support the flow of ideas. 
Close reading of relevant 
literature is evident, and 
care has been taken to 
interpret and evaluate 
articles within their 
research context. 
 
 
 
Suggested resources are 
highly appropriate to the 
audience, varied, and have 
been selected and shared 
with regard for a range of 
contextual variations in 
school and teacher 
requirements. Includes 
inclusive research that 
authentically incorporates 
and is guided by the 
specific and nuanced 
perspectives and needs of 
a wide variety of relevant 
stakeholders in inclusive 
school communities. 

The booklet 
demonstrates 
insightful use of 
credible, relevant 
sources to support 
ideas that are situated 
within the research in 
inclusive education. 
 
 
 
Literature is highly 
relevant and curated 
to the support the flow 
of ideas. Close 
reading of relevant 
literature is evident, 
and care has been 
taken to interpret and 
evaluate articles within 
their research context. 
 
 
May include inclusive 
research that 
authentically 
incorporates and is 
guided by the specific 
and nuanced 
perspectives and 
needs of a wide 
variety of relevant 
stakeholders in 
inclusive school 
communities. 

The booklet 
demonstrates some 
careful selectivity in 
the identification of a 
research base for the 
booklet and applies 
insights from these 
articles and course 
readings with a degree 
of skill. 
 
All literature, including 
suggested teacher 
resources, is 
unquestionably 
suitable to the task. 
The booklet draws with 
varying detail and 
depth from across 
selected academic 
research, including 
course materials. 
 
May include inclusive 
research that 
authentically 
incorporates and is 
guided by the specific 
and nuanced 
perspectives and 
needs of a wide variety 
of relevant 
stakeholders in 
inclusive school 
communities. 

Some selected 
literature may be of 
fc8
q
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Structure and 
organization of 
response: 
• appropriateness of 
overall structure of 
response  
• clarity and 
coherence of 
organization 
 
Weighting: 15% 

The structure and 
organisation of the booklet 
are exceedingly effective, 
showing logical cohesion of 
ideas and reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of subheadings and 
other structural and visual 
features seamlessly and 
creatively guide the reader 
through the topics 
addressed in the booklet. 

The structure and 
organisation of the 
booklet are clear, 
showing logical 
cohesion of ideas and 
reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of subheadings 
and other structural 
and visual features 
smoothly guide the 
reader through the 
topics addressed in 
the booklet. 

The structure and 
organisation of the 
booklet are clear, 
showing logical 
cohesion of ideas and 
reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of subheadings 
and other structural 
and visual features 
guide the reader 
through the topics 
addressed in the 
booklet, perhaps with 
a few minor 
disruptions or 
inconsistencies. 

The structure and 
organisation of the 
booklet may require 
additional attention in 
order to support clarity 
of argument.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is possible that at this 
level some concerns 
around overall 
structures such as the 
introduction, paragraph 
and section 
organisation, or 
conclusion may at 
times hinder effective 
communication of 
analysis and content 
understanding 
components of the 
task. 
 
Use of subheadings 
and other structural 
and visual features is 
generally adequate but 
would benefit from 
further attention in 
order due to 
inconsistencies and 
lack of cohesive 
structural theme. 
 

The structure and organisation 
of the booklet needs work to 
improve clarity and logical 
cohesion of ideas. For example, 
run-on sentences, inadequately 
organised paragraphs, poorly 
applied relevant academic 
writing, and formal 
communication structure 
conventions may impede the 
message. 
 
Significant concerns around 
overall structures such as the 
introduction, paragraph and 
section organisation, or 
conclusion hinder effective 
communication of analysis and 
content understanding 
components of the task. 



  

Presentation of 
response according 
to appropriate 
academic and 
linguistic 
conventions: 
• clarity, consistency, 
and appropriateness 
of conventions for 
quoting, 
paraphrasing, 
attributing sources of 
information, and 
listing references  
• clarity and 
consistency in 
presenting the 
booklet  
• clarity and 
appropriateness of 
sentence structure, 
vocabulary use, 
spelling, punctuation, 
and word limit 
 
Weighting: 15% 

The booklet demonstrates 
the use of graceful 
language that skilfully 
communicates meaning to 
readers with clarity and 
fluency and is virtually 
error-free.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation, formatting, 
and stylistic choices are 
creative and effective, in 
addition to being 
compatible with the APA 7th 
style guide.  
 
 
Reference list and in-text 
referencing are flawless or 
nearly flawless. Seamless 
paraphrasing is elegantly 
integrated, according to 
APA conventions, within 
the structure of the booklet 
sections. When 
paraphrasing is 
inadequate, quotes are 
used and correctly 
attributed. 
 
 

The booklet 
demonstrates the use 
of skilful use of 
language to 
communicates 
meaning to readers 
with clarity and 
accuracy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation, 
formatting, and 
stylistic choices are 
highly effective, in 
addition to being 
compatible with the 
APA 7th style guide.  
 
Reference list and in-
text referencing are 
thorough and virtually 
error-free. Seamless 
paraphrasing is 
integrated, according 
to APA conventions, 
within the structure 
within the structure of 
the booklet sections. 
When paraphrasing is 
inadequate, quotes 
are used and correctly 
attributed. 

The booklet 
demonstrates the use 
of skilful use of 
language to 
communicates 
meaning to readers 
with clarity and 
accuracy. Pt2bn
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Language is judiciously 
selected for the context, 
and sentence structure, 
flow of argument and tone 
fluently enhance insightful 
and creative 
communication. 

Language is 
judiciously selected for 
the context, and 
sentence structure, 


