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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Debra Aarons d.aarons@unsw.edu.au Contact me by

email
MB 250 Please

contact via
email.

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

You will examine how contemporary linguists address issues of language use. You will explore topics
such as the nature of human communication, the influence of social attitudes on language, first and
second language acquisition and development, the historical development of languages, and language
universals and language typology. You will also explore regional and situational variation in language.
You will have the opportunity to work with and analyse real linguistic data.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain the social and regional dimensions of language variation.
2. Explain the main principles of language change.
3. Explain the main principles of first and second language acquisition and development.
4. Analyse linguistic data and argue the merits of the analysis.

Teaching Strategies 

Rationale:

The course provides part of an introduction to general linguistics, focusing on language in its context of
use. 

Teaching Strategies:

The teaching strategies involve lectures and tutorials. The tutorials are designed to foster individual
problem solving skills and engagement in collaborative teamwork.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Class test 1 35% 07/10/2020 09:00 AM 3

Class test 2 35% 11/11/2020 09:00 AM 1,3

Final assignment 30% 23/11/2020 11:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Class test 1

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Short answer in-class test, 90 minutes.

Written and oral feedback will be provided.

Submission notes:Timed online test

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Class test 2

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Short answer in-class test, 90 minutes.

Written and oral feedback will be provided.

Submission notes:Timed online test

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Final assignment

Start date: 

Details:

1,500 word assignment on linguistics problems.
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Students receive written feedback. This is the final assignment for assessment purposes.

Submission notes:submit online

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Online Activity Watch selected Youtube videos and complete
online activities

Week 9: 9 November -
13 November

Assessment Class Test 2 worth 35% to be taken online during
lecture time.  

Lecture Introduction to Writing Systems Chapter 12
Tutorial Chapter 10

Week 10: 16 November -
20 November

Lecture Writing Systems Chapter 12
Tutorial Writing Systems Chapter 12
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Fromkin, V. et al. An Introduction to Language. 2018. 9th Australian Edition. Melbourne: Cengage

Recommended Resources

Finegan, E. Language: Its Structure and Use. 2014. 7th Edition. Cengage

Ethnologue

The World Atlas of Language Structure Online

Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. 

Feedback is gathered from students using myExperience. Students are encouraged to complete their
surveys by accessing the personalised web link via the Moodle course site. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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