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The School of Psychology at UNSW Sydney 

The School of Psychology is located in the Faculty of Science, UNSW Sydney

http://www.psychologycouncil.org.au/
https://www.ahpra.gov.au/
https://www.ahpra.gov.au/
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/endorsement.aspx
/science/psychology-clinic
/science/psychology-clinic


https://student.unsw.edu.au/calendar


http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/current/PSYCKENS.html#PGRD
https://student.unsw.edu.au/timetable
https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/
/science/our-schools/psychology/student-life-resources/postgraduate
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candidate will need to be discussed and finalised with the Program Director and the Combined Program 

Coordinator at the start of the program. 

 

Combined Program Structure 
Approximate Hours per Week 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Stage 1     

PSYC7212 Adult and Child Clinical Psychology 1 5    

PSYC7001 Psychological Assessment 4   

PSYC7204 Adult and Child Clinical Psychology 2  5  

PSYC7221 Evidence Based Clinical Psychology  4 + Workshops  

PSYC7210 Clinical Neuropsychology   4 

Stage 2     

PSYC7223 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 1 Varied   

PSYC7224 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 2  Varied  

PSYC7233 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 3   Varied 

PSYC7220 Psychology of Health and Illness  3  

PSYC7222 Advanced Topics in Clinical Psychology Workshop Block   

Stage 3     

PSYC7234 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 4 Varied (across 

Terms 1 & 2) 
 

 

PSYC7235 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 4 
 

Varied (across 

Terms 1 & 2) 

 

PSYC7236 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 5   Varied 

Stage 4     

PSYC7236 Professional and Ethical Practice (Clinical) 6 Varied   

  



/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/science/psychology/2024-guides/2024-01-master-of-psychology-clinical-inherent-requirements.pdf
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/Standards-and-Guidelines/Code-of-conduct.aspx
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://www.acic.gov.au/our-services/national-police-checking-service
https://www.heti.nsw.gov.au/Placements-Scholarships-Grants/clinical-placements/student-compliance
https://www.heti.nsw.gov.au/Placements-Scholarships-Grants/clinical-placements/student-compliance
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/registration/provisional/higher-degree.aspx
https://www.psychologycouncil.nsw.gov.au/what-are-my-mandatory-reporting-obligations
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/standards-and-guidelines/codes-guidelines-policies/guidelines-for-mandatory-notifications.aspx
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/standards-and-guidelines/codes-guidelines-policies/guidelines-for-mandatory-notifications.aspx
https://www.psychologyboard.gov.au/standards-and-guidelines/codes-guidelines-policies/guidelines-for-mandatory-notifications.aspx
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PSYC7204 Adult and Child Clinical Psychology 2 

Consistent with PSYC7212, this course provides theoretical knowledge and practical skills in child and adult clinical 

psychology for candidates undertaking postgraduate training in clinical psychology. The focus is on aetiology, 

assessment, diagnosis, case conceptualisation, and empirically-supported treatment of clinical disorders across 

the lifespan. These problems will be considered within the individual client’s relevant sociocultural context, with 

consideration given to providing culturally-responsive approaches to clinical care and collaboration with other 

professionals if indicated. The course is guided by a scientist-practitioner approach and covers best practice 

guidelines, with particular emphasis on consideration of our professional obligation to conduct safe and ethical 

practice and to protect the public while delivering evidence-based clinical services. The teaching activities include 

lectures, interactive activities (e.g., group discussions, role-plays), and self-guided online modules. Individual 

lecturers may assign readings that should be completed prior to the lecture. 

 

PSYC7001 Psychological Assessment 

Psychological Assessment teaches candidates how to use, administer and interpret major psychological tests, 

including the Wechsler Intelligence and Memory scales and other tests used routinely to assess cognition. It also 

addresses issues in determining real and unusual differences in test scores and communication of assessment 

findings. It is assumed that candidates will have covered topics to do with test validity and reliability in prior 

courses.  

 

Material covering important theoretical and practical knowledge, general principles in assessment and particular 

methodological issues to do with test instruments will be covered in lectures. Specific skills in tests and 

assessment procedures will be taught in practical tutorials. Test interpretation and report writing will be taught via 

programmed assignment work or other activities in the tutorials. Candidates are encouraged to work both 

independently and in small groups to learn test administration and test interpretation. While tutorial time will focus 

http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7204.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7210.html
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devise therapy programs that take into account cognitive deficits and appreciate how a psychologist operates 

within a multidisciplinary team. The course entails 2 x weekly sessions of two hour lectures each week, which will 

including case discussions. It is expected that students will spend an additional 6 hours per week reading and 

researching each topic discussed in class.   

 

PSYC7220 Psychology of Health and Illness 

This course focuses on the applications of psychological principles, derived from human and animal research, to 

human health and rehabilitation including health promotion, risk factor reduction, psychological assessment, 

management and remediation of medical and neurological disorders, with a special focus on chronic illnesses. It 

forms part of postgraduate level training in Clinical Psychology and develops the knowledge and skills of 

candidates in working in health-related clinical settings. 

 

PSYC7222 Advanced Topics in Clinical Psychology  

This is an advanced course within the MPsych(Clin) program and comprising a workshop series that explores 

complex clinical issues, including working with severe client presentations and specific client populations. 

Candidates will be encouraged to take an evidence-based approach, linking research evidence, clinical judgment 

and diversity factors. This course introduces the theory and practice of more severe psychological conditions, 

including defining features and characteristics; diagnostic and assessment issues; evidence-based intervention 

strategies; and procedures for evaluating outcome of interventions. This course emphasises the importance of 

individual and cultural diversity factors in the practice of clinical psychology when working with clients from diverse 

backgrounds. The course also focuses on developing the understanding of candidates in inter-professional 

http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7220.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/postgraduate/courses/current/PSYC7222.html
http://www.clinic.psy.unsw.edu.au/


Page 9  

supervision of various members of the clinical staff. Candidates will begin seeing clients in their first year of 

enrolment. Client work in the clinic involves seeing both adult and child clients for therapy and psychometric 

assessments. Candidates will be allocated cases to be seen individually or in partnership with another candidate. 

Candidates would also be expected to be involved in facilitating group programs. 
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All candidates on placement, must be enrolled in one of the six PEP courses (PSYC7223, PSYC7224, PSYC7233, 

PSYC7234, PSYC7235 or PSYC7236) for the entire duration of their placement. If the professional placement 

associated with a PEP course is not satisfactorily completed, the candidate may be awarded an ‘Unsatisfactory 

Fail’ (UF) for the PEP course (refer to Program rules, below). 
 

III. Research Thesis (18 units of credit) 

All candidates are required to complete a clinically relevant research thesis involving the collection of data on a 

topic of their choice. The thesis is to be presented as an article suitable for submission to an appropriate journal 

and of approximately 7,500 words. 

 

The research thesis component aims to help the candidate develop research skills that would be relevant to their 

subsequent clinical work. The thesis, therefore, involves an investigation into some aspect of clinical psychology. 

The research project may be conducted either at the University or in a suitable clinical setting (usually in 

collaboration with a qualified Clinical Psychologist or other health care workers in that setting). No particular type 

of project is stipulated, (i.e., it could involve a controlled treatment outcome study, the development of a clinically 

relevant measure, or the evaluation of an existing treatment program) but the candidate must make a major 

contribution to the design, implementation, and evaluation of the research project. The thesis is written as a journal 

article suitable for submission to a specific peer-reviewed journal. 

 

Candidates are assigned to a research supervisor in the first year of the program and some preliminary work can 

begin. Full-time stand-alone Master candidates complete their research thesis via three separate one-term courses 



https://student.unsw.edu.au/program-leave
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Fees and Charges 

Commonwealth Supported Places are available to candidates in the program. A Commonwealth Supported Place 

is a higher education place for which the Government contributes towards the cost of the student’s education, and 

the student pays a Student Contribution amount. Full information on fees and charges may be found on the 

university Fee webpage. 

 

Program Staff 

Program Director 

Dr Chien Hoong Gooi, BCom UNSW, BSc (Hons) UNSW, MSc Syd, DClinPsych Syd 

 

Program Administrator 

Samuel Chu, BAviation(Management) UNSW 

 

Combined Program Coordinator 

Professor Michelle Moulds, BA(Hons), MPsych(Clin) Syd, PhD UNSW 

 

Academic Staff 

Scientia Prof Richard Bryant, BA(Hons) Syd, MClinPsych, PhD Macq 

Professor Skye McDonald, BSc Monash, MSc Melb, PhD Macq  

Professor Angela Nickerson, BA(Hons) UQ, MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

Professor Jessica Grisham, BA UPenn, MA, PhD Boston University 

Professor Eva Kimonis, MS PhD, University of New Orleans 

Professor Peter Lovibond, BSc, MSc(Psych), PhD UNSW   

Professor Lenny Vartanian, PhD, Toronto 

Professor Bronwyn Graham, BAdvSci, MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

Dr Caitlin Cowan, BCom, BSc(Hons), MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

Professor Jill Newby, BA(Hons) UNSW, MPsych(Clin), PhD UNSW 

 

UNSW Psychology Clinic Director & Placement Coordinator 

Shane Vassallo, BSc(Hons) Wollongong, MPsych(Clin) UNSW 

 

UNSW Psychology Clinic Supervisors 

Natasha Rawson, BPsych(Hons), MPsych(Clin) UNSW 

Dr Amanda Olley, BSc(Hons) UNSW, MClinNeuro Macq, PhD UNSW 

Gladiss Warda, BAHons(Psych), MPsych(Clin) UNSW 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/fees-student-contribution-rates
https://student.unsw.edu.au/fees
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Dr Chien Hoong Gooi 

MPsych(Clin) Program Director  

T: +61 (2) 9065 7754 

E: c.gooi@unsw.edu.au   

 

Professor Michelle Moulds 

Combined MPsych(Clin)/Phd Program Coordinator 

E: m.moulds@unsw.edu.au   

 

Samuel Chu 

Program Administrator 

T: +61 (2) 9065 5753 

mailto:c.gooi@unsw.edu.au
mailto:a.nickerson@unsw.edu.au
https://portal.insight.unsw.edu.au/contact-us/
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